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act upon it again next morning. f I don't advise you to do
that/ said the ass, ' if you value your life. To-day, while I
was ploughing, our master came into the field and told the
ploughman to take you to the butcher's to-morrow, as you
seemed ailing, and have you killed to save your life ; for
should you sicken and die, he would lose the value of your
carcase,' * What shall I do ?' cried the ox in terror. ' Be
well and strong to-morrow morning,' said the ass. At that
the merchant, unaware that his wife stood near him, laughed
aloud, and excited her curiosity. His evasive answers only
made her more inquisitive ; and when he absolutely refused
to satisfy her, she lost her temper, and went to complain of
him to her relations, who soon threatened him with a divorce.
The poor man, who really loved his wife, in despair resolved
to tell her all and die ; so he put his affairs in order, made his
will, and promised to content her on the morrow.
" Next morning, at a window overlooking the -stable
yard, where a cock was gallanting with a number of hens,
he heard his watch-dog reprove the bird for such light con-
duct on a day of grief. ' Why ! what is the matter ?' in-
quired the cock. The dog told the story of their master's
trouble, when the cock exclaimed: * Our master is a fool
He cannot keep one wife in order, while I have no trouble
with twenty. He has only to take a stick and give the mistress
a sound thrashing to make her amiable.' These words came
as light to the merchant's gloom. Forthwith he called his
wife into an inner room, and there chastised her within an
inch of her life. And from that hour she gave him no more
trouble," *
Both these Jewish versions are clearly duplicates of the
corresponding story in The Arabian Nights? and may be
borrowed from it.
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